Rubric for Essays
In my grading, each area below is given 20 possible points total=100 points possible on an essay.

Use the rubric below to analyze the strenghths and weaknesses of your essay. 

1) Thesis, Process, and Response to Prompt: 
Has the author answered all areas of the essay prompt clearly? 

An A paper has: 

THESIS: clear and cogent; original, significant, insightful; promises in-depth explanation of the topic
PROCESS: all areas of the writing process are evident per the essay prompt; prewriting is exploratory and detailed; the outline is clear and organized; early drafts are significantly different from the final draft.

RESPONSE to PROMPT: shows a deep understanding of the chosen topic and how to use the writing process in support of ideas. All required areas of the assignment are present and used well.
2) Content Development, Support, and Organization:
Does the author’s essay have an intro, body, and conclusion? Does each paragraph have a topic sentence? Does the author provide example, quotations, details, descriptions, or other support for the main points in the paragraphs? 

An A paper has:

ORGANIZATION: logical, creative organization growing naturally from thesis and content; strong introduction and conclusion.
SUPPORT: appropriate quotations, examples, descriptions illuminate the essay’s claims, topic, or points. Quotations are fully integrated and analyzed.
DEVELOPMENT: paragraphs thoroughly developed and linked by unobtrusive, organic transitions; graceful use of varied rhetorical strategies as necessary (narration, cause & effect, process, etc.); rich variety of convincing reasons, explanations, examples, illustrations; concrete, powerful details.

3) Coherence, Diction, Style, and Voice:

Is the author’s writing interesting? Does the author vary sentence structure and types (complex, compound, etc.)? Does the author use transitional phrases? Does the author present information in a uniqe way, such as using comparisons that are original? 

An A paper has:
LANGUAGE: grace and economy of expressions; conscious choice of language; vivid, precise, inventive creative word choice.

         
      TONE/VOICE: authoritative, honest; awareness of audience.

                  SENTENCES: rich variety and complexity of sentence structure.

                  
4) Grammatical Soundness (spelling, punctuation, usage):
Are there run-on sentences? Sentence fragments? Do verbs have the correct conjugation? Is there subject-verb agreement? Do pronouns match their antecedents? 

An A paper has:

MECHANICS/GRAMMAR: mastery of conventions of edited standard English.
PUNCTUATION:  mastery of punctuation in all forms is used appropriately.
5) Critical, Analytic, and Evaluative Elements:
Does the author break down complex ideas into smaller ideas? Does the author compare and contrast ideas? Classify ideas? Define ideas?  What other rhetorical strategies does he/she employ? Does the author seem to be asking How? And Why?
An A paper:

CRITICAL THOUGHT: essay moves beyond the obvious and summative (who, what, when, where) and clearly forges new patterns of thought or approaches to a topic; rhetorical process is evident and used with authority.
