English 101 Project (essay #3):  Analysis and Evaluation of Fast Food Nation  
AND

Final Research Essay #4 
Topic: Because each of us has a different relationship with fast food, this project will draw upon creativity and individuality to analyze and evaluate the ideas and statements in Eric Schlosser’s Fast Food Nation.
To complete the project, please compile the following in a PowerPoint presentation, Google Slides, or a video format with text. Please be sure the video can be viewed by me. Email me the final PowerPoint document or email me a link to the project (if it is uploaded to Youtube or is a Google pages assignment). Please name the file with your name in in somewhere. For example: john_smith_FFNProject.ppx
First, answer the three questions on an introduction page, which includes your name.  The questions are:  

1) How often do you eat fast food?

2) Where do you eat fast food?

3) What is your favorite fast food and why?
Next, for each slide (or slides of you run out of space) use a quote from each chapter (Introduction, Chapters 1-10, Epilogue, and Afterword) and locate a visual image (advertisement, photo, video still, etc.) that addresses or relates to the quote.  Combine the visual image and the quote on a page.  Please cite the quotation according to MLA in-text requirements and cite the source of the image in MLA format at the bottom of the page or under the image. Next, write your paragraph of analysis on the quote and image. Perhaps explain how they relate. You will do this for each chapter including the Introduction, Epilogue, and Afterword.
SEE THE NEXT PAGE FOR DIRECTIONS ON THE FINAL ESSAY #4 and ANNOTATED BILIOGRAPHY
FINAL RESEARCH ESSAY #4

Specs

· Suggested length: between 4 and 5 pages, 12pt. MLA format

· Works cited page(s), properly formatted (not included in page length)

· Minimum of 6 sources, only 2 of which can be Internet or Electronic (film etc)—if 8 sources are used, up to 3 may be electronic.
· Fast Food Nation may be used, but doesn’t count as a source for the requirements
Your final paper for the semester will include research, analysis, and evaluation.  You will first use outside materials to explore your subject.  After you’ve found out the facts and opinions regarding your subject, you will analyze the information.  You will need to break your research down into specific areas and examine each area carefully before making an evaluation.
RESEARCH

You will research a subject first presented in Scholsser’s Fast Food Nation. The subject is up to you, but should be one first presented in his book. Examples might be corporate food production, GMO’s, fast food worker safety, the global market for fast food, and on. Your research should be well documented and organized in an annotated bibliography.

ANALYSIS

Understanding how your subject works and why it occurs is central to your research paper. This analysis will require your best research and organization of ideas to clearly describe and understand the issues surrounding your subject. You will use research to support your analysis.  Sources must be cited and formatted in MLA documentation style.
EVALUATION

Making an evaluation is using facts, opinions, research, or other factors to create an informed judgment. This evaluation will be apparent in your thesis. Evaluation is your opinion after having researched and analyzed. However, DO NOT USE FIRST PERSON.  I will not place any restrictions or expectations on your evaluation, other than it should be written well.  Remember that it is your opinion, but should be based in your research and presented as objective truth—3rd person..  It would be a waste of invested time and research to spend your final paragraphs with sentiments that are poorly expressed:  “Diabetes in children is simply unavoidable,” or “Monsanto is evil!”

“Where do I begin?”

Begin by completing the Fast Food Nation creative project. Consult your journals and narrow your subject based on your personal interests. Good researchers often “follow their noses” and go after what interests them most. Don’t be afraid to propose a subject that may seem too narrow. It’s much easier to expand a subject than to narrow it once you’ve begun this process. There are many, many books and magazine/journal articles written about food.  You should have no problem finding resources once you’re started. Visit our library, librarians, and our school databases.
SEE NEXT PAGE FOR PROJECT PROPOSAL and ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY

Research Essay Proposal: A proposal is a short typed paragraph, which proposes a research topic and thesis. This helps focus the student’s vision and allows feedback from the instructor. For our research proposal you will need to complete a short descriptive paragraph explaining what subject you will research and why you chose the topic. Begin this paragraph with your proposed thesis. In addition, you must write at least five “research questions” you would like to answer through your research. An example: “Why does our government allow companies to patent seeds?” or “How have chickens changed biologically over the last 30 years?”

The Annotated Bibliography

Assignment:  Find six to eight sources that address your issue with varying perspectives.  They should also vary in terms of format:  there should be a blend of journals, newspapers, websites and books.  In alphabetical order, you will list the source in MLA format (just as an entry on a Works cited page), and then follow it with a summary of the source (in four to six sentences), and finally an analysis of it, possibly explaining why it has been selected, and how the information will be used.

This assignment has the following requirement:

· At least 3-4 pages in length, typed, double-spaced, in proper MLA format, with heading and title.

· Six to eight sources that convey a variety of perspectives on your issue, in a variety of formats. Note that per the Research Essay prompt, a maximum of three sources may be Internet or Electronic.  Archived database documents originally published in print format are not considered electronic, sources; however, non-print Internet sites, blogs, homepages, message boards, and online media are.

Please note that this assignment does not require an essay to be written.  That is, there is no claim or body of support to be asserted.  Rather, you are simply listing and summarizing sources, and giving brief explanations of why you find them to be useful.  You are to be objective in your summary of them.   

Important details:

· Personal interviews may not be used as sources.

· You may not write in the first person for this assignment (no “I,” “me,” “my,” or “mine.”

· You will be judged on the following criteria:  the quality of your sources and the variety of formats.  Use only excellent, reputable sources and try not to have more than three types of one format (newspapers, books, journals, websites).

· Popular websites like Wikipedia, answers.com, ask.com, etc. are not credible sources.  Avoid them.

Example entry on other side.

Kenney, George. How Food Gets Grown. New York: Duell, Sloan and Pearce, 2011.  This book written by an Harvard-educated dietician and scientist outlines the biological processes of some popular foods. Detailed examples include Wheat, Corn, Turnips, Beets, Pomegranates, and some others. The link between growing food and the actual nutrition is very strong. In other words, the way we grow food directly relates to the health of the people eating it. The tone tends to be too scientific and dry; however, this source provides very good scientific data and hard evidence that would make an appeal by Logos very well. 
