Essay# 4: Current Controversy
Please see semester schedule for due dates.
Chose one topic below for Essay #4. Argue ONE SIDE of the argument. DO NOT ARGUE BOTH SIDES.
How should we maintain personal security and prevent mass shootings? Should there be stricter gun laws? Should gun laws be loosened to allow more people to protect themselves? Consider that each state sets its own gun laws in accordance with federal laws. For example, Florida’s gun laws are vastly different than California’s. 

OR

How can we maintain the right of our citizens to vote in presidential elections? Is the electoral college of the United States an outdated and unnecessary method for electing a President? Do people have enough access to voting stations? Do voter ID laws make it harder for the poor and old to vote? Should presidential Election Day be a national holiday?
OR

How should we enforce our laws while ensuring the safety of all citizens? Does police brutality exist? Whom does it affect the most and why? How can we feel safe and the police officers also feel safe at the same time? What is the national dialogue on the issue of policing methods? Are there any success stories of police and community interaction? 
Use these prompts as a beginning point for the development of your own argument (thesis). Provide specific examples of your observation, but do not use “I.”  Instead of saying, “I think all guns should be banned,” focus on discussing the issue or idea in third person; for example, “Many people have asked for assault weapons to be banned.” You will be researching this topic further with outside research.  You must find at least two articles from online or print sources. One source should be in support of your thesis, and one must be against your thesis and used for refutation. You will analyze and use at least two quotes from each source. Use the quotations from your sources to support your observations your topic. Provide deep understanding of the controversy’s impact and it’s evolution.. 
A suggested organization might be:

1) Introduction (establish the two works to be discussed in the essay, and your point of view of the issue(s)


2) Summary and analysis of the essay you support 

3) Summary, analysis, and refutation of the opposition’s 


4) Conclusion and final implication or thoughts on the controversy
SPECS  (If your paper fails to meet any of the required specifications, I will not accept it.)
· Minimum of 3 double-spaced pages, STAPLED, proofread, MLA format
· Properly formatted and cited quotations with parenthetical citations 

· Works Cited page with both sources properly formatted (see PSM  or TCR)

· Prewriting, Outline, and Annotated Rough Draft (Process!)

· No use of first person (I, me, mine, etc.)

· Thesis statement and all topic sentences underlined.
· Submit to Turnitin.com
Rubric and Points:

1) Thesis , Process, Response to Prompt (20 points)

2) Organization, Support, and Content Development (20 points)

3) Style, Diction, and Voice (20 points)

4) Grammatical Soundness and Mechanics (20 points)

5) Critical, Analytic, and Evaluative Elements (20 points)

