Essay #3 Defining Theme through Comparison and Contrast  

See semester schedule for due dates.
For this assignment, you will compare and contrast the two stories we read in the Literature Packet, “The Story of an Hour,” and “An Act of Vengeance”. Choose one abstract term and analyze how the stories shows some aspect of the word’s meaning. The six terms are: Bravery, Justice, Freedom, Crazy, Feminist, Tragedy. The ONE term you choose will help you identify a theme the stories share. Use this theme as part of your thesis and use the 7 elements of fiction to prove your analysis of this theme throughout the stories. You must use at least four quotations from the story you use in your analysis. Also, use the seven elements of fiction in your analysis and explanations. Write this essay in MLA format, and include prewriting, editing, and an edited rough draft. Use Turnitin.com also to submit a digital copy of your final draft.
TOPIC
First, complete prewriting for this essay. This prewriting can be handwritten, but must include:  
1) Any method of prewriting, such as clustering, listing, etc.
2) A tentative thesis, which will unite the essay’s main points

3) An outline, using your information from above

Explore in prewriting whether any of the six abstract terms seems to “fit” with the events of the story. Use the 7 elements of fiction to see what matches. Try matching each story with one or more terms and the elements of fiction as prewriting before making a hard decision about which to write about. Use the term to develop your idea of one theme that is shared by both stories.
Once you know the theme, create a thesis that shows how the theme is developed in each story. Organize your essay keeping in mind it needs to compare and contrast and define terms. What will you compare with? Maybe our own society, or other historical events, or even other stories.
Your task now is to annotate and edit your first draft. We will peer edit a draft as well. Finally, using your edited first draft, make changes to your final draft. Be sure the essay is formatted in MLA. Staple the final draft to the top of your first draft and the prewriting and turn in on the due date.

SPECS
· At least 3 pages in proper MLA format

· On final draft due date, please turn in 1) hard copy final draft, 2) rough draft, 3) outline, 4) prewriting activities. All of this should be stapled together and in order.

· Use of at least four quotations from the story properly incorporated in MLA style
· Underline your thesis and all topic sentences.
· Submit digital copy of final draft to Turnitin.com  (see your syllabus for log in info pg. 4)
Rubric Breakdown: Thesis, Process, Response (15 points). Content Development, Support, Organization (25 points). Style and Voice (15 points). Grammar and Mechanics (15 points). Critical, Analytic, and Evaluative (30 points)
