Essay# 1: Current Controversy
For essay #1, you will write a response to one of the essays we read which addresses a current controversy. Follow steps:
1) Complete at least a page of prewriting (in addition to your journal) and form a working thesis of your own that will address a specific problem or idea that the source essay addresses. Be focused in your claim (often agreeing or disagreeing with another author’s claim is an easy start). These two elements are due: _________________________________________

2) Complete an outline or organization of the proposed essay, so that each paragraph’s content or topic is clear and any supporting details are explicit. For this essay you must use your source essay and quote from it at least four times in your essay. Additionally, find one other source (article, etc.) which supports your thesis. Finally, type in MLA format a first draft of your introductory paragraph, which will include background information (Remember & Understand from Bloom’s Taxonomy), as well as your thesis (Apply & Analyze).  These two are due: _______________________________________
3) Type in MLA format a rough draft of your essay #1, give it a proper title, and present it to be peer edited by your fellow students. Bring all prewriting, outline, and notes to class on: ___________________________________________________

4) Type a “final” draft of your essay, MLA format, sources cited and incorporated correctly. Staple this draft to the top of your rough draft, outline, and prewriting and submit in class and to Turnitin.com. All due on: _________________________
SPECS  (If your paper fails to meet any of the required specifications, I will not accept it.)
· Rough draft should be at least 2-3 pages MLA format
· Final draft should be 3-4 pages MLA format
· Properly formatted and cited quotations with parenthetical citations 

· Prewriting, Outline, and Annotated Rough Draft (Writing Process!)

· No use of first person (I, me, mine, etc.)

· Submit to Turnitin.com
On peer editing day bring a copy of your typed complete rough draft.

Rubric and Points:

1) Thesis, Process, Response to Prompt (20 points)

2) Organization, Support, and Content Development (20 points)

3) Style, Diction, and Voice (20 points)

4) Grammatical Soundness and Mechanics (20 points)

5) Critical, Analytic, and Evaluative Elements (20 points)

